Jnnuury 28, 1957 


J eor J 0 rry, 


\ 


John Friedman celled us l^at night with an improved offer from Dell on 'ditch 
I've still held off. For -HITE.VASH II an advance of £10*000 and an initial 
12£. I am not anxious to go int-c paperback right away. I'd be o lot more 
inter st.ed if they gave me e hardback offer tied to paper if they insist. 

V 

Being bounced from th ? "Sep del” means I will not be in KY Won nn: Tue. But' 
I've a short Now England trip (that 1 end not Dell arranged) end I'll atop m 
off in New ¥ork either the 5th or the 6tb or both and I'd like to be able 
to talk to you. 
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I can do a real quick book Unofficial V»hitewash:Menchestor Mschiavelli aid 
I think, caning out closer to .Vanchest- r' s, it might attract ?j major 
publisher. It will be by content sympathetic to rfennody.Cn the e 3 S 38 inetion 
Manchester is 100ft wrong. The bo^k is already getting a very bad pres^ in 
Europe and 1 think it ’*11 be et leant es big a scandal as I've been telling 
you. Le Monde found it very cheap. Its correspondent Alain Clement agrees 
it is o literary prostitution and tr s virtually said so. 
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Once it is understood that there cro no secrets in the book end that there 
was no reel effort to sup rasa anything, the attitude toward the bo~lctf y 
will change, though it will undoubtedly still sell. 


whet do you think* 

I*o you agree that understanding of this trogic catastrophe Manchester, 

"alone and unassisted’ , wrought, may help t il books on the assassination*' 

I do. I also think there is both ox need end a nerket for a book exposing 
him and his^efctirely on the basis of feet, 
i 

^f I can get editing, 1 cen do it very fust. I did 7,500 words in less then 
what for me is a day. I can do it largely from b oc k 3n d esn finish It 
up from pages. I can use a few secret documents, etc. and still have more 
than enough for ISHITSWAS12 III. And on this I'ra dredging more gold. I've now 
got a respectable li£t of pictures no^ examined, witnerses who touk pictures 
not called, Arlen Specter describing the rear ncn-fatal injury ee a back 
wound after he saw tile autopsy report snd the doctors, ’^t lie Coraml si cn' e 
own belief that Connally was struck by e second bullet, ‘documentary proof 
that my initial charge i3 correct: they 3ou#it only to "convict" Oswald. It 
is, I think, very good documentation. I can even have a color picture, nevor 
published, of wh?t Manchester calls the "work 3hirt" Oswald wore that 
morning. I've also got an idea for getting a folk singer to do a balldd 
to go with it, "The Be Had of bullet 599". 
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